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areas of the United States have caused sig-
nificant reductions in feed grain supplies and
severe hardship to livestock producers;

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including sections 201 and 301 of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.) and section 813 of the Agricultural
Act of 1970 (7 U.S.C. 1427a) (the ‘‘Act’’), do
hereby find and proclaim that the extended
drought in the Southwest and other natural
disasters in other feed grain areas of the
United States have resulted in a state of
emergency and that the state of emergency
warrants the release of the reserve estab-
lished pursuant to section 813(a) of the Act
(7 U.S.C. 1427a(a)). Accordingly, I hereby
declare that such amounts of the reserve as
determined necessary by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture (‘‘the Secretary’’) should be dis-
posed of by the Secretary as authorized by
the Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of July, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 3, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 5.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Drought in Southern Plains
States
July 1, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Today, I have proclaimed a State of Emer-

gency due to the extended drought in the
Southwest, and other natural disasters in feed
grain-producing areas of the United States.
The proclamation of a State of Emergency
will permit the Secretary of Agriculture
(‘‘Secretary’’) to release feed grain supplies
from the Disaster Reserve to assist livestock
producers that have been greatly harmed by

the drought. The Secretary has prepared a
plan that would implement the disposition
of the feed grain supplies from the Disaster
Reserve.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Proclamation 6908—A National
Month of Unity, 1996
July 1, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation was founded by people who

sought the right to worship freely, and reli-
gious liberty is enshrined in our Constitution
as the ‘‘first freedom’’ granted by our Bill
of Rights. The United States is now the most
multi-ethnic, multi-religious democracy in
history, and we must preserve this precious
freedom while making the most of our diver-
sity. Ours is a great and noble struggle to
make our national voice a chorus of unity—
varied by differing intonations, but carried
and lifted by a rich harmony.

The recent rash of arson attacks against
black churches and other houses of worship
is a stark reminder that our work to build
common ground is far from over and that
our progress can be threatened by forces that
tear at the very fabric of our society. It is
hard to think of a more heinous act than the
destruction of a sacred structure. The vio-
lence that charred and defaced these build-
ings challenges our fundamental right to wor-
ship in safety, and has left us grim emblems
of the hatred and alienation that too often
darken our daily experience.

And so we must look into our hearts as
America approaches the new century, pledg-
ing to devote our energies to reinvigorating
the shared values that will enable us to em-
brace the future together. We must never
go back to the terrible days of racial and eth-
nic division, nor can we afford to dismiss our
problems by ascribing them to isolated
groups or areas of the country. Instead, let
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us join hands to lighten our burdens and
build bridges among people and commu-
nities so that we can be one America—a Na-
tion of extraordinary possibility with oppor-
tunity, freedom, and respect for all.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 1996, as A
National Month of Unity. I call upon reli-
gious leaders of all faiths to emphasize the
need for healing and tolerance. I ask all
Americans to join these efforts by working
together to mend divisions and promote un-
derstanding; by reaching out to friends and
neighbors of all races and faiths in a spirit
of fellowship; and by seeking to strengthen,
through words and actions, the ideals of
equality and community cherished by gen-
erations of Americans. In this birth month
of our Nation, let us set an example for the
world we welcome to Atlanta for the Centen-
nial Olympic Games by rededicating our-
selves to America’s fundamental truth: E
pluribus unum—from many, one.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of July, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:37 a.m., July 3, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 2, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 5.

Remarks Announcing Emergency
Action To Prevent Church Burnings
July 2, 1996

Good morning. I’d like to begin today by
saluting the law enforcement officers who
made the arrest in Arizona yesterday to avert
a terrible terrorist attack. Their dedication
and hard work over the last 6 months may
have saved many lives, and they deserve our
thanks.

I’d like to offer a special congratulations
to the gentleman to my right, Ray Kelly, the
Under Secretary of the Treasury for Enforce-
ment, for his role in that endeavor.

Just as we acted to prevent a vicious crime
from occurring there, today I’m announcing
stepped up efforts to prevent the spread of
violence against houses of worship. Again, I
want to thank Mr. Kelly and Nancy Gist, the
Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance,
who is standing to my left, the representa-
tives of the law enforcement organizations
who are here and who have been supporting
our efforts.

These attacks against African-American
churches and other houses of worship are an
affront to our most basic beliefs of religious
liberty and racial tolerance. They pose a chal-
lenge to our entire Nation. I am gratified that
law enforcement, government, business, and
religious leaders are coming together to meet
this challenge. Today, attorneys general from
throughout our Nation are meeting at How-
ard University to discuss the problem.

I am also pleased that Congress acted
quickly to pass legislation making it easier
to prosecute and punish anyone who burns
a house of worship, and I am eager to sign
that legislation as soon as possible. I’m grati-
fied by the outpouring of private support that
will help to rebuild communities that are torn
apart by these actions.

But we must do more to prevent these
crimes. Last week, I asked Federal Emer-
gency Management administrator James Lee
Witt to take the lead in working with law
enforcement to find ways to stop the burn-
ings before they happen and to give our com-
munities the tools they need to help in the
prevention effort.

Today, I am taking emergency action to
prevent church burnings by transferring $6
million to communities in 12 targeted States.
This emergency transfer would allow every
county in the affected States to hire a new
police officer for the summer to patrol the
back roads, to visit the churches, to keep
watch for signs of trouble.

These new officers, working with local po-
lice and community watch groups, can main-
tain a wall of protection to ward off people
who would strike out in hate at a house of
worship. Or communities can spend the
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